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OPEL Report

WESSEX
Week Ending Friday 4th September 2026 Local Medical Committees

PRACTICE COMMENTS

Count of practices declaring their OPEL status.
Clinically OK, but struggling with Reception & Admin sickness which is

N . |
putting pressure on the team as a whole
Dorset West 3 2 1 . . .
The pressures never ease. We can just about cope with urgent appointments
but routine waits are at least 6 weeks for most things

OPEL 1 Practices are able to maintain patient flow & meet anticipated déemand within available resources
Practices are starting to show signs of pressure
OPEL 3 Practices are experiencing major pressures compromising patient flow
OPEL 4 Practices are experiencing escalating levels of pressure. There is increased potential for patient care & compromised safety.

OPEL 4: Unplanned GP and staff sickness, causing backlog/having to move

Appointment Data patients, which in turn has compromised care and safety.

For Dorset practices - July 2026

Source: NHS Digital (data for the month of July 2026) Patient population 823,658 (as of 1st of August 2026) Increased level of online consultations
o
530,596 316,911 43%
-, 3 of patients who contacted
R i R — *“e";';';:;zn';‘;;';:“‘“e OPEL 4: We currently have a high level of annual leave plus unforeseen
leave of a clinician. We are running at reduced capacity for key services
such as online consultations and having to move and cancel appointments.
15,931 3,319 316
Number of "did not attend’ Hours lost from ‘did not Days lost from ‘did not
appointments attend’ appointments* attend’ appointments*

*Based on an average appointment duration of 12.5 minutes & average 10.5 hours in a working day)

for more information, please visit GP Patient Survey 2026 on our webpage Local and National General Practice Data


https://www.wessexlmcs.com/wessex-lmcs-data/

	for more information, please visit GP Patient Survey 2026 on our webpage Local and National General Practice Data

