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Wessex LMCs

General Practice Bath & NE Somerset, Swindon and Wiltshire
OPEL Report Week Ending Friday 4th September 2026 Local Medical Committees

WESSEX

Count of practices declaring their OPEL status.

BaNES 7

Swindon 10

Wiltshire

OPEL1 Practices are able to maintain patient flow & meet anticipated demand within available resources

Practices are starting to show signs of pressure
OPEL 3 Practices are experiencing major pressures compromising patient flow
OPEL 4 Practices are experiencing escalating levels of pressure. There is increased potential for patient care & compromised safety.

Appointment Data

For Bath & North East Somerset, Swindon and Wiltshire practices -
July 2026

Source: NHS Digital (data for the month of July 2026) Patient population 1,008,390 (as of 1st August 2026)

5933308 3583434 ofpatientas.ugui)u/notacted

Total appointments their practice had a same
(all staff) Patients seen face to face day appointment

17,964 3,743 356

Number of ‘did not Hour's lost from ‘did not Days lost from ‘did not
attend’appointments attend’ appointments* attend’ appointments*

*Based on an average appointment duration of 12.5 minutes & average 10.5 hours in a working day)

for more information, please visit GP Patient Survey 2026 on our webpage Local and National General Practice Data

PRACTICE COMMENTS

Workload has been well managed with locums covering GPs annual leave. Patient
flow has been managed well.

OPEL 3: Due to annual leave.
Holiday season
Demand is outweighing capacity after a bank holiday weekend

Routine appointments more than 3 weeks out, which puts further pressure on the
Duty Doctor triage lists daily.

2,236 patients received an appointment last week, either telephone, virtual or face
to face. 14% of the patient population. A busy week with annual leave and staff

sicknesses both high

OPEL 3: Due to uncapped, unsafe working limits, we are at risk of burnout and are at
maximum safe working limits.

Annual leave high across all departments. Staff sickness in multiple departments.

Red OPEL on Tuesday 1st September. 1 nurse off sick.
1 admin staff off sick. 1 locum needed



https://www.wessexlmcs.com/wessex-lmcs-data/
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