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Week Ending Friday 25" September 2026

WESSEX

Local Medical Committees

Count of practices declaring their OPEL status.

BCP 10

Dorset West

OPEL 1 Practices are able to maintain patient flow & meet anticipated déemand within available resources
Practices are starting to show signs of pressure
OPEL 3 Practices are experiencing major pressures compromising patient flow
OPEL 4 Practices are experiencing escalating levels of pressure. There is increased potential for patient care & compromised safety.

DORSET
General Practice and Secondary Care workforce — June 2026

Secondary Care Workforce

Number of Registered Patients on
1 July 2026 — 825,523

691 patients for each
Consultant / Doctor

Primary Care Workforce

LI

For more information about workforce, workload and funding, please visit our page: Local and National General Practice Data

1933 patients for each GP

PRACTICE COMMENTS

There has been no significant change since last week. Demand continues to exceed
available capacity, with staff sickness remaining a significant operational challenge.
Recruitment to the reception team is ongoing; however, high levels of sickness are
limiting our capacity to effectively induct and train new staff. This is creating a cycle
whereby existing staffing pressures make it increasingly difficult to build capacity
within the team. The reception team continues to feel overwhelmed and fatigued as a
result of sustained workload pressures and the ongoing requirement for additional
overtime to maintain service provision.

We have suddenly had an absence problem in two areas and this is
greatly affecting us this week and possibly into next week.
It is putting a strain on staff and therefore on patient services.

Staff sickness within the admin/reception teams,
putting pressure on other areas of the practice

OPEL 3: Staff illness, appointment pressures, high call volumes and triage forms.

Doctors are working at full capacity, our duty lists are full daily,
we are unable to manage patient demand

Wait times reducing, blood wait times stabilising however extra bloods sessions will
continue to meet continued demand.



https://www.wessexlmcs.com/wessex-lmcs-data/

	General Practice
	OPEL Report
	General Practice OPEL Report
	DORSET
	Week Ending Friday 25th September 2026
	Count of practices declaring their OPEL status.
	PRACTICE COMMENTS
	There has been no significant change since last week. Demand continues to exceed available capacity, with staff sickness remaining a significant operational challenge. Recruitment to the reception team is ongoing; however, high levels of sickness are limiting our capacity to effectively induct and train new staff. This is creating a cycle whereby existing staffing pressures make it increasingly difficult to build capacity within the team. The reception team continues to feel overwhelmed and fatigued as a result of sustained workload pressures and the ongoing requirement for additional overtime to maintain service provision.
	We have suddenly had an absence problem in two areas and this is
	greatly affecting us this week and possibly into next week.
	It is putting a strain on staff and therefore on patient services.
	Staff sickness within the admin/reception teams,
	putting pressure on other areas of the practice
	OPEL 3: Staff illness, appointment pressures, high call volumes and triage forms.
	Doctors are working at full capacity, our duty lists are full daily,
	we are unable to manage patient demand
	Wait times reducing, blood wait times stabilising however extra bloods sessions will continue to meet continued demand.




