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 Week Ending Friday 28  August 2026th

OPEL 1
OPEL 2

Practices are able to maintain patient flow & meet anticipated demand within available resources
Practices are starting to show signs of pressure

OPEL 3
OPEL 4

Practices are experiencing major pressures compromising patient flow
Practices are experiencing escalating levels of pressure. There is increased potential for patient care & compromised safety.

Count of practices declaring their OPEL status.

PRACTICE COMMENTS

for more information, please visit GP Patient Survey 2026 on our webpage Local and National General Practice Data

Capacity issues over the summer period due to annual leave and sickness.

With patient expectations continuing to rise, alongside planned leave and
significant staff sickness, primary care is facing sustained pressure. With no obvious

end to this challenging period, maintaining positivity can be difficult at times.

HCA sickness ongoing for 4+ weeks and annual leave combined is putting stress on
staff needing to book bloods/dressing etc.

Majority of clinical wait times across the network maintained. Ongoing HCA
absence, with bank now covering blood clinics. 

Staff  annual leave in August, we do have 2 registrars now which is brilliant. Some
nurse appointments for dressings etc are under pressure due to staff leave also.

Unfortunately we have had two GPs go off sick, so we are currently 12 sessions a
week down for the next 4-6 weeks.  We have only been able to get a few locum

sessions so we are really struggling with capacity. 

Waiting list for routine appointments is continuing to grow. 

Annual Leave/online consultations

2 Advanced Nurse Practitioners currently on leave - GPs getting more of the acute
conditions ie ear infections for over 17 year olds, joint pains etc. 

Pressures are the same every week, ever increasing demands on an overstretched
organisation.  We are already booking into October 

https://www.wessexlmcs.com/wessex-lmcs-data/
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