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Week Ending Friday 21" August 2026
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Local Medical Committees

Count of practices declaring their OPEL status.
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OPEL 1 Practices are able to maintain patient flow & meet anticipated déemand within available resources
Practices are starting to show signs of pressure
OPEL 3 Practices are experiencing major pressures compromising patient flow
OPEL 4 Practices are experiencing escalating levels of pressure. There is increased potential for patient care & compromised safety.
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DORSET
General Practice Missed Appointments
June 2026

2.9% 3,225

of June Clinical hours
appointments lost to missed
were missed appointments

15,478
Missed
Appointments

£715,858

Cost of lost
staff time

For more information about GP workforce, workload and funding, please visit our page:Local and National General Practice Data

PRACTICE COMMENTS

With annual leave and lack of locum availability, patients are having to wait
longer for routine appointments. We will struggle if there is any sickness
within the clinical team.

We are keeping on top of demand by taking on Locums and cancelling non
essential clinics, they have been pushed back to late September

We have a practice nurse on annual leave and HCA off sick, cover phlebotomist has
cancelled so limited cover!

Capacity issues due to annual leave

Struggling with staff retention, another practice nurse is leaving, we have a list of
patients waiting for RSV but trying to prioritise COVID and Flu for October. One
receptionist also leaving so back to recruitment. Waiting times just about
manageable.

GP annual leave causing us to rely on locum cover

Patient access is still compromised for routine appointments. Waiting times
of 40+ days is now the norm. No blood test appointments for 28 days.
Patient pressure is increasing

Massive increase in patient demand this week with
reduced staff due to summer holiday



https://www.wessexlmcs.com/wessex-lmcs-data/
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